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Writhing, the Fetter of Delusion. Gotama says,
just before he dies, in a passage I have already read
to you: " I have preached the truth without mak-
ing any distinction between exoteric and esoteric
doctrine; for in respect of the truths, Ananda, the
Tathagata has no such thing as the closed fist of a
teacher who keeps some things back." And it is
quite impossible for anyone who reads the Pali
books to avoid seeing that everything which the
Master himself, and his early disciples, regarded as
important is not only set out with a lavish exposi-
tion which seeks above all to make the whole mat-
ter clear to everybody, but is even explained with a
length of detail which those not interested in the
system find tedious in the extreme. There is not
the slightest hint throughout the whole of the
Pitakas of any esoteric teaching. And even as
late as the Milinda we find the ideal teacher de-
scribed in the following words: " He should be
zealous, teach nothing partially, keep nothing secret,
and hold nothing back/'* It is only when the
Maha Yana books, written many centuries after the
time of Gotama, wished to father on the Buddha
opinions different from those which he actually pro-
mulgated, that we find the allegation, in Buddhist

* Questions of King Milinda, vol. i., p. 142 of my translation.
Compare also the note at pp. 267, 268.